T&E EMPIRE OF   INDIA
courage and by the deserts that surrounded them, hardly maintained their independence against Mahratta aggression : along the hill ranges of the peninsula there were petty kingdoms that preserved the feudal system of Hindu days. For the rest the country was shared between the Mohammedans and the Mahrattas. At Delhi the Moghal empire survived in name : Oudh and Bengal in the north, Hyderabad in the centre of the country, and Arcot in the south were governed, practically in independence, by viceroys of this empire; in Mysore, still further south, a Mohammedan kingdom had been established by the enterprise and courage of a soldier of fortune named Haidar AH. But all India was overshadowed by the influence of the five Mahratta States whose capitals were at Poona, Nagpore, Baroda, Itidore, and Gwalior, Of these eleven powers two, one Mohammedan at Hyderabad, the other Mahratta at Baroda, remained in almost unbroken alliance with the British. The others were gradually overcome. The Mohammedan ruler of Bengal invited reprisals by his attack upon the trading settlement of Calcutta and the cruelty, deliberate or unthinking, ot the Black Hole. His power was annihilated by Clive on the field of Plassy (1757), and seven years later the victory of Buxar subjected to British influence the Moghal empire and the viceroyalty of Oudh. But for nearly a generation these successes were used to obtain, not territory, but money; and it was not until the end of the eighteenth century approached, that Bengal was effectively taken under British rule* The sovereignty of the eastern portion of the United Provinces was ceded by the viceroy of Oudh in 1801. Two years later the British and the Mahrattas, after some years of alternating wars and alliances, put their rivalry to a final arbitrament. At Laswari Lord Lake defeated the army of Sindhia, stiffened though it was by French mercenaries; and at Argaum and Assaye Colonel Wellesley (later the Duke of
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